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Dear Mater Dei Parents and Guardians,

Welcome to the 2021-2022 school year! We are excited to open our doors
on September 8th to celebrate the 10th Anniversary of Mater Dei Catholic
School. We look forward to celebrating this amazing milestone. Our theme
for the new school year is “Mary, Cause of Our Joy, We Celebrate.”
This beautiful title of Mary, Our Mother, reminds us of her role in giving us
the ultimate gift of her Son, Jesus, the source of all our joy. We are blessed
to have our current families return, and so many new families join our
community while others await a space in one of our classrooms. In this
anniversary year, we will joyfully celebrate all we have accomplished and
give thanks to God for the community of Mater Dei Catholic.

As we reflect on the success of the 2020-2021 school year, we express
sincere thanks to the Mater Dei Health and Safety Committee. In
preparation for the 2020-2021 school year, the Mater Dei Health and
Safety Committee prepared the Safety Plan 2020 to safeguard the
children of Mater Dei. Because of the diligence of the entire Mater Dei
community, we kept our school opened all year, except for the mandatory
closure by the Montgomery County Office of Public Health. We did not
experience any school spread of COVID-19 throughout the entire year. 

As we prepare for the 2021-2022 school year, we intend to keep our school
doors open for in-person learning for the entire year while providing a safe
and loving school environment for the children in our care. The MD



Medical Committee met last week to evaluate the medical component of
the Health and Safety Plan. The committee members include several
physicians, a nurse practitioner, two registered nurses, and the school
administration. After careful consideration of the impact of the new Delta
variant in Montgomery County, the committee shared great concern for our
children who are not eligible for a vaccination. Out of an abundance of care
for our children, the school administration, faculty, staff, and all students
will wear a mask indoors to protect unvaccinated children. Masks will not
be worn while eating or during outside play. We will provide all members of
our community, especially our children, with multiple mask breaks
throughout the day. The children will spend as much time as possible
outdoors without a mask as they did last year. The Mater Dei Health
and Safety Plan 2021 aligns with the recommendations and guidelines
of the CDC, Montgomery County Office of Public Health, and the
Archdiocese of Philadelphia.

We will continue to monitor regularly all the CDC Guidelines, Montgomery
County Office of Public Health, and the American Academy of Pediatrics for
changes and updates to the recommendations. Mater Dei will be ready to
amend our Health and Safety Plan 2021 to reflect changes and new
guidance for the safety of our children. We will share any updates to the
plan with our community via email and our website. You can access the
Health and Safety Plan here. Please note that the document is password
protected. When prompted for a password enter: MDSafety2021. This
password is case-sensitive.

What’s New at Mater Dei?
Throughout the summer, we have enhanced Mater Dei both physically and
academically. Some of the remarkable initiatives are listed below:

Upgraded Fire Alarm System
New ceilings and lights for 5B, 4A, and 4B
New desks for K3
New laminate floors for 6B, 1A, and 2A
New entrance foyer floors for Gym and Main Entrance
New furniture, ceiling, and lighting for Main Entrance Foyer
Air conditioning installed in two PreK rooms
Painting projects (all outside doors, refresh gym, multiple classrooms)
120 new iPad

Ordered but delayed (back-ordered)
New doors: C11(“bus door”) and C8 (cafeteria)
New faculty room tables
Two new water fountains with bottle filling stations
Playground improvements: new pour’ n play surface and sunshade
15 new Smartboards
New desks for the two Learning Resource Rooms

Ordered through Emergency Assistance for Non-Public Schools (EANS)

https://campussuite-storage.s3.amazonaws.com/prod/1558557/ecb9f00c-697c-11e8-a56f-0a296832838c/2305250/848267ba-0458-11ec-90f3-02e5eda6e069/file/Revision of Health and Safety Plan 082021.pdf
https://www.materdeicatholic.com/about-us/task-force-summer-2020


Window fans for every classroom
HEPA air purifiers for every classroom
Two additional Smart Boards
Dell Laptop computers and docking stations - 1 for each classroom
50 Chromebooks
120 iPads
Updated furniture for the nurse’s office
New desks and chairs for the two Learning Resource Rooms
eBook subscriptions for every subject
Online learning resources (Nearpod, Seesaw, Discovery Ed streaming,
BrainPOP, etc.)

We are looking forward to sharing all these new amenities and educational
resources with the children of Mater Dei.

Open House: Tuesday, September 7, 2021
9:00 – 11:30 AM and 12:30 – 2:30 PM

We will host a Welcome Back Open House  on Tuesday, September
7, 2021, from 9:00 AM to 11:30 AM and 12:30 to 2:30 PM. Families
and students are welcome to come to the classrooms and meet teachers.
You are welcome to bring any classroom supplies to avoid students
bringing them on the first day of school. Please park in the Church parking
lot and walk over to the school. Teachers will be ready to greet families at
the door and direct you to classrooms if needed.  

First Day of School for Pre-K through Grade 8
Wednesday, September 8, 2021

We are thrilled to welcome all our students and meet the 178 students
joining the Mater Dei Community for the first time on Wednesday,
September 8th. As we did last year, we will have multiple entrances for
children to come into the building. If your child is a car rider, you may park
your car in the Church parking lot and walk to the entrance, where teachers
will greet your child and direct the child to the appropriate classroom. If
you want your children to ride the bus, you are welcome to come, park in
the Church lot, and meet your children in the schoolyard to walk them to
the appropriate entrance. Teachers and staff will be at every entrance to
welcome our students and escort them to classrooms if needed. Students
will enter the building at the following doors:  

Lansdale Campus
Parents of Pre-K students will enter the property off Lansdale Avenue and



proceed to the main door of school.
PreK Arrival doors Lansdale: 

PreK4A will use A18 (Mrs. Sitoski’s door)
PreK3A and PreK3C will use A17 (PREP door)
PreK3B, PreK4B, and PreK4C will use A1 (Main Office door)

Kindergarten through Grade 3 will use door C8 (gym ramp door)
Grades 4 and 5 will use C3 (4th-grade hallway door)
Grades 6 through 8 will use C11 (bus door)

Hatfield Campus
PreK 3 and 4 will enter the SMG property off Derstine Street and proceed to
the school’s Main Door of the Educational Center. 

SAVE THE DATE
Sunday, September 12, 2021 – 11:00 AM
at Saint Stanislaus Church
Opening Mass for Mater Dei Community

As we begin the celebration of the 10th Anniversary of Mater Dei Catholic
School, we want to celebrate our many blessings as a community. As the
date gets closer, we will share more details about our celebration plans, but
we wanted our families to be sure to place this date on your calendars.  

Mater Dei Handbook

The Mater Dei Handbook is posted on the MD website
https://www.materdeicatholic.com/parents/handbook-and-reports. The
Mater Dei Handbook  contains information on the academic life of the
school as well as policies and procedures. The document is password
protected. When prompted for a password, please enter: MD10years.
Please note that this password is case-sensitive. After reviewing the Mater
Dei Handbook, we ask families to complete the Handbook and
Authorizations Agreement Form before the start of school.

Family Emergency Form

You will find the 2021-2022 Family Emergency Form on the MD website
which you can access here. All completed Family Emergency Forms are
due in the school office by Monday, August 30, 2021 .

Please note: Students will not be able to begin the school year

https://www.materdeicatholic.com/parents/handbook-and-reports
https://www.materdeicatholic.com/parents/handbook-and-reports
https://www.materdeicatholic.com/parents/handbook-and-reports
https://www.materdeicatholic.com/parents/handbook-and-reports


unless the Family Emergency Form is on file in the office.

Job Opportunities at Mater Dei

The following job opportunities are available at Mater Dei:

Three aide positions for Pre-K 3 on Tuesday and Thursday at the
Lansdale Campus
Substitute teacher positions at the Lansdale Campus
Substitute Pre-K aide positions at Lansdale and Hatfield Campus
Mater Dei Childcare teacher, assistant teacher, and substitute teacher
positions 

If you would like more information, please contact Katherine
Stansbury kstansbury@materdeicatholic.com for interest in Childcare and
Diane E. McCaughan dmccaughan@materdeicatholic.com for interest in
school positions.

Welcome Postcards

The teachers will send Welcome Postcards to the students to indicate
classroom assignments. We will mail the postcards to your homes on
Tuesday, August 31st.

Dress Code Update

A representative from the FlynnO’Hara Uniform Company contacted us to
ask for our patience during this back-to-school season. They are
experiencing delivery delays on orders that are presently processing and
10-14 business days for customized products. The company is working hard
to improve operations.

In light FlynnO’Hara’s backlog and some parent inquirers, we offer the
following:

Mater Dei understands FlynnO’Hara’s situation, and we will work with
families who do not have the proper summer or winter uniform.
Students will be permitted to wear hooded sweatshirts for the 2021 –
2022 school year only.  
If you purchased the crewneck sweatshirt, the students are welcome to
wear them during the 2021-2022 school year.
The girls in grades 1 through 4 are welcome to wear the navy cardigan

mailto:kstansbury@materdeicatholic.com
mailto:dmccaughan@materdeicatholic.com


sweater or the navy quarter-zip sweater for the 2021-2022 school year.
The girls in grades 1 through 8 are permitted to wear khaki slacks as
part of their summer or winter uniform.
The boys will continue to wear a shirt, tie, and sweater for their winter
uniform.
Long and short sleeve polo shirts may be worn as part of the summer
uniform only.

Summer Vibes 2021

Many thanks to the Camp Directors, Senior Counselors, Junior Counselors,
Counselors-In-Training, and Campers who participated in our first annual
Summer Camp. We have received rave reviews from parents and campers
alike. Once we gather information from a Summer Vibes survey, we will
share the result with the school community. We are looking forward to
Summer Camp 2022!

We hope these relaxing days of summer fill you with peace and joy. Thank
you for choosing Mater Dei Catholic School for your children. May God
bless you and your families today and always. We cannot wait to welcome
your children back to school in September!

With sincere gratitude, 

Miss Diane E. McCaughan
President

Miss Elizabeth A. Waltrich
Principal


